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Kevin Mitchell’s 2010 Vintage Report

The 2010 Kilikanoon vintage started back on the 21st of January (seems a very long time ago !) with Shiraz  being harvested from our Southern Flinders Baroota vineyards. Baroota this year, was quite a highlight with most parcels of Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon from the region showing excellent colour, flavour and quite expressive of the regions distinct terroir.

All Baroota fruit parcels fermented through beautifully and all have been batched and barreled down as individual vineyard blends.

The weather throughout the Baroota vintage mostly good, with a only a few short patches of very high temperatures, a welcome change to the heatwaves that featured in early to mid January in 2009. Crops were well down on what was expected late last year. The unseasonally warm northerlies and high temperatures around flowering time badly affected fruit set and the yields from that point on were never going to get above 2.0 tonnes per acre (5.0 tonnes per hectare).  

Our local Clare and Barossa Valley vintages kicked off with a bang around the 19th of February with Riesling handpicked from the Bourne’s vineyard in Watervale.  This vineyard, being more elevated than most, would have usually come to full ripeness around three weeks after this. Not so in 2010, with some of our cooler sites often preceding the harvesting of some of our warmer home block sites around the winery Generally warm to very warm conditions prevailed most days with over 25 mm of rain early March being very welcome, slowing down some riper vineyards and allowing the winery to pause mid vintage and regain some processing balance. 

Riesling was one of the highlights of the 2010 Clare Valley vintage. Nearly all parcels selected came in at optimum ripeness and all displayed all the attributes of fine Watevale Riesling ; high natural acidity, intense citrus flavors and floral notes, all attributed to the regions higher altitudes, providing cooler average temperatures leading up to harvest, despite the odd heat spikes on some days. Currently hard at work in the winery blending up the Mort’s Block and Mort’s Reserve Rieslings to be ready for bottling.

Shiraz came along locally a little earlier than average as well. If had to name a single variety as defining the vintage – it would be Shiraz. Most parcels of Shiraz were of excellent colour and varietal character. It is a year where the subtle differences between the Barossa and Clare Valley’s were most recognized. Even our one and only McLaren Vale Shiraz parcel from the Adam’s vineyard has not looked this good for some years !

Kilikanoon prizes equally the Clare and Barossa Valleys and it is with a lot of excitement that we look forward to releasing these 2010 red wines in a few years time. 

Cabernet varied from being brilliant in some blocks to average in others. Being a later variety, many Cabernet vineyards suffered poor set during to an unnseasonally high week of temperatures around flowering time last year. Our best Cabernets, from less affected vineyards, are of excellent quality. Of course we will only release the best!

My favourite variety, Grenache, was another casualty of the heatwave in 2009 and bad fruit set. Possibly our lowest yielding Grenache year ever in 2010, the best was brilliant, just not a lot of it to go around. 

The Kilikanoon winery coped well with a record intake of just under 1000 tonnes processed in 2010. Many thanks to our excellent and hard working team of Tim, Jarrad and Katie and, again, to our always high quality clutch of internationals and Australian vintage casuals that worked along side us.

But whichever way you dissect the 2010 vintage, at Kilikanoon it rates as one of the best in the last five years. 

There won’t be much time to wait to experience the vintage for yourselves – our 2010 Rieslings are slated for release in August this year.
